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Romanovs. It is my conviction that his father died pre-
maturely for the reason that he started a serious course of
treatment when it was too late. The court physician of
Emperor Nicholas was a certain Hirsch, a much esteemed
gentleman, who had inherited rather than earned his posi-
tion. He had practically no professional standing either
as physician or surgeon.
As chance would have it, Sipyagin, Minister of the In-
terior, and myself happened to be at Yalta at the time
when the Emperor fell ill.   We immediately sounded the
alarm and summoned a medical celebrity from St. Peters-
burg.   When the disease reached its critical stage, I was
asked by Sipyagin to come to see him in the hotel where he
stayed.   Besides the host, I found in the study Grand Duke
Mikhail Nikolaievich, Count Lamsdorff, Minister of For-
eign Affairs, and Baron Frederichs, Minister of the Court
They were in the course of discussing the situation which
would be created by His Majesty's death while there was
no heir.   At that time Czarevich Alexey was not yet born.
It was suggested that, since the Empress might be with
child, she should be declared regent until the time of her
delivery.   I opposed that plan, insisting that the letter of
the law should be followed, that is, that the Emperor's next
of kin, his brother' Grand Duke Mikhail Alexandrovich,
should ascend the throne.    I succeeded in winning over to
rny side all the members of this improvised conference.   It
was decided that, in the event of the Emperor's death, we
would immediately take an oath of allegiance to Mikhail
Alexandrovich.   This incident, which ended in nothing be-
cause Emperor Nicholas recovered from his illness, was
interpreted by Her Majesty as an underhand intrigue on
my part against her, whence her animosity against me.
When I surrendered my post of Prime Minister,  Her
Majesty expressed her satisfaction, I was told, by an inter-
jection of relief.